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A 618 Squadron aircraft in action during World War II

During the perilous years of World War II, the British coastline became a
treacherous battleground. German U-boats prowled the waters, posing a
constant threat to Allied shipping and coastal communities. To counter this
menace, the Royal Air Force (RAF) established a specialized unit: 618
Squadron and its elite Anti-Boat Detachment.

This comprehensive book unveils the captivating story of 618 Squadron,
from its formation in 1941 to its disbandment in 1945. Through meticulous
research and gripping firsthand accounts, the author brings to life the
extraordinary missions, valiant pilots, and pivotal role this squadron played
in safeguarding the British coastline.

The Formation of 618 Squadron

In the wake of the Dunkirk evacuation, the British government recognized
the urgent need to strengthen its coastal defenses against German U-
boats. As part of this effort, the RAF established 618 Squadron in May
1941 at RAF Thorney Island, Hampshire.

The squadron's initial任務 was to conduct anti-submarine patrols over the
English Channel and the North Sea. However, as the war progressed, its
role expanded to include a wide range of coastal defense operations,
including bombing enemy shipping, laying mines, and engaging in aerial
combat with enemy aircraft.

The Anti-Boat Detachment

In 1942, a specialized detachment within 618 Squadron was formed,
known as the Anti-Boat Detachment. This elite unit was tasked with the



specific mission of hunting and destroying German E-boats, small, fast, and
highly maneuverable torpedo boats that posed a significant threat to Allied
shipping.

The Anti-Boat Detachment was equipped with purpose-built aircraft, the
Bristol Beaufighter, which was armed with rockets, bombs, and machine
guns. The detachment's pilots underwent rigorous training to develop the
specialized skills and tactics needed to engage these elusive targets.

Daring Missions and Valorous Pilots

618 Squadron and its Anti-Boat Detachment participated in countless
daring missions during the war. Their pilots braved treacherous weather
conditions, risked their lives in low-level attacks, and faced intense enemy
fire with unwavering courage.

Among the squadron's most notable pilots was Wing Commander Kenneth
"Ginger" Lee, a legendary figure in Coastal Command. Lee led numerous
successful missions against German shipping and U-boats, earning the
Distinguished Service Free Download (DSO) and the Distinguished Flying
Cross (DFC) for his exceptional bravery.

Pivotal Role in Coastal Defense

The efforts of 618 Squadron and its Anti-Boat Detachment played a crucial
role in safeguarding the British coastline during World War II. Their
relentless patrols helped to deter enemy shipping, protect Allied convoys,
and minimize the threat posed by German E-boats.

In addition to their direct combat operations, the squadron also provided
invaluable intelligence to the Admiralty, contributing to the development of



effective anti-submarine strategies. Their efforts helped to turn the tide of
the Battle of the Atlantic and secure the vital supply lines between Britain
and its allies.

Legacy and Impact

618 Squadron and its Anti-Boat Detachment were disbanded in 1945, their
任務 accomplished. However, their legacy lives on in the annals of military
history.

The squadron's valiant pilots and the specialized techniques they
developed served as a model for future coastal defense operations. Their
unwavering commitment to protecting the British coastline and their daring
missions in the face of adversity are a testament to the courage and
resilience of the RAF.

This book is an indispensable resource for anyone interested in the history
of World War II, coastal defense, or the Royal Air Force. It offers a
captivating and comprehensive account of 618 Squadron and its Anti-Boat
Detachment, shedding light on their daring missions, valiant pilots, and
pivotal role in safeguarding the British coastline.

Through meticulous research and firsthand accounts, the author brings this
extraordinary story to life, paying tribute to the bravery and sacrifice of
those who served in this elite unit. This book is a must-read for anyone
seeking to understand the complexities and challenges of coastal warfare
during one of the most pivotal conflicts in human history.
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