
Unveiling the Hidden History: Argument and
Appeal in Behalf of the Remains of the
Revolutionary Patriots
In the annals of history, the Revolutionary Patriots stand as beacons of
courage and sacrifice. Their unwavering determination to secure freedom
for their nation has left an enduring legacy in the hearts of Americans.
However, amidst the clamor of battle and the passage of time, a forgotten
chapter of their existence remained shrouded in obscurity – the fate of their
mortal remains.

Argument and Appeal in Behalf of the Remains of the
Revolutionary Patriots who Died in the Sugar-House
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A Forgotten Grave

In 1808, as the nation's capital was taking shape in Washington, D.C., a
small group of men gathered at the Capitol Building for a somber task.
They were charged with the duty of exhuming the remains of the
Revolutionary Patriots who had fallen during the Battle of Long Island in
1776. These soldiers, who had fought valiantly for the ideals of liberty and
self-governance, were finally to be given a proper burial at Arlington
National Cemetery.

Among those present was Joseph Stansbury, a young reporter for the
National Intelligencer. As he witnessed the exhumation, he was deeply
moved by the sight of the patriots' remains. He described them as
"melancholy relics" that bore "the marks of wounds inflicted by the ruthless
weapons of British tyranny."

The Argument and Appeal
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Stansbury's account of the exhumation sparked a wave of public outrage.
The nation was horrified to learn that the remains of their fallen heroes had
been left to decay in an unmarked grave. In response, a group of prominent
citizens, including Justice Joseph Story and Senator William Pinkney,
penned an eloquent and impassioned argument and appeal on behalf of
the patriots' remains.

Published in 1809, their document argued that it was a moral imperative to
provide a respectful and dignified burial for the soldiers who had fought and
died for their country. They condemned the "neglect and inattention" that
had allowed the patriots' remains to fall into disrepair and urged Congress
to take immediate action.

The Power of Persuasion

The argument and appeal by Justice Story and Senator Pinkney proved to
be a powerful force in shaping public opinion. Their words resonated with
the American people, who were deeply moved by the plight of the
Revolutionary Patriots. The document became a rallying call for action,
inspiring a groundswell of support for a proper reburial.



The powerful document that ignited a national outcry

A National Tomb

Under mounting pressure from the public, Congress swiftly passed a
resolution in 1811 authorizing the construction of a national tomb for the
Revolutionary Patriots. The tomb was to be located at Arlington National
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Cemetery, a fitting resting place for those who had given their lives for their
country.

The construction of the tomb was overseen by a distinguished committee,
including George Washington's adopted son, George Washington Parke
Custis. The tomb was designed in a classical style, with a Doric portico and
a marble sarcophagus. Inside, the remains of the Revolutionary Patriots
were interred with full military honors.

A Lasting Legacy

The national tomb at Arlington National Cemetery stands as a testament to
the sacrifices made by the Revolutionary Patriots. It is a place of pilgrimage
for Americans who wish to pay tribute to the heroes who fought for their
freedom. The argument and appeal by Justice Story and Senator Pinkney
played a pivotal role in ensuring that the remains of these patriots would be
treated with the dignity and respect they deserved.



The argument and appeal in behalf of the remains of the Revolutionary
Patriots is a compelling tale of historical neglect and public outrage. It
serves as a reminder of the importance of honoring those who have fought
for our nation's ideals. The national tomb at Arlington National Cemetery is
a lasting tribute to the sacrifice and legacy of these brave men and women
who helped to shape the destiny of our country.
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