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Navigating the complexities of probate can be a daunting task, filled with
potential pitfalls that can jeopardize your estate plan. In this comprehensive
guide, Pankauski Probate Litigation, a leading law firm specializing in
probate disputes, unveils the top 10 probate mistakes commonly made that
could derail your intentions.

1. Failing to Create a Valid Will

A properly executed will is the cornerstone of any estate plan. Without a
valid will, your assets will be distributed according to state law, which may
not align with your wishes. Ensure your will is properly drafted, witnessed,
and notarized to avoid costly legal challenges.
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2. Not Planning for Incapacity

Life's uncertainties can strike at any moment. Failing to plan for incapacity,
such as through a durable power of attorney, can leave your affairs in
disarray. Ensure you have designated trusted individuals to make decisions
on your behalf in the event you become unable to do so.

3. Ignoring Probate Avoidance Techniques

Probate is a time-consuming and costly process. Consider probate
avoidance strategies, such as trusts, joint ownership, and gifting, to
minimize probate fees and delays.

4. Overlooking Digital Assets
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In today's digital world, your digital assets, including online accounts, social
media profiles, and cryptocurrencies, are valuable and need to be
accounted for in your estate plan. Failure to do so could lead to lost or
inaccessible assets.

5. Appointing an Unsuitable Executor

The executor of your will is responsible for administering your estate.
Choose a trustworthy, capable individual with the necessary skills and
knowledge to fulfill this vital role.

6. Failing to Consider Tax Implications

Probate can trigger significant tax implications. Seek professional advice
from a tax attorney to minimize the tax burden on your estate and
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beneficiaries.

7. Not Updating Your Estate Plan

Your estate plan should be reviewed and updated regularly to reflect
changes in your circumstances, such as marriage, birth of children, or
changes in asset value. Failure to do so could result in an outdated plan
that does not align with your current wishes.

8. Ignoring Contests and Challenges

Probate disputes and challenges can arise from disgruntled family
members or external parties. Be prepared to defend your estate against
potential contests by having a comprehensive estate plan in place.

9. Overpaying for Probate Fees

Probate fees can vary significantly depending on the size and complexity of
your estate. Understand the factors that determine probate fees and seek
competitive bids from different law firms to minimize costs.

10. DIY Probate

While it may seem tempting to handle probate yourself, the complexities of
the process can lead to costly mistakes. Engage the services of an
experienced probate attorney to ensure your estate is administered
efficiently and according to your wishes.

By avoiding these common pitfalls, you can navigate probate with
confidence, ensuring that your legacy is preserved and your wishes are
honored. Pankauski Probate Litigation is here to guide you through every



step of the probate process, providing expert legal advice and
representation. Contact us today to schedule a consultation.
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