The Parable of the Good Samaritan: A
Timeless Tale of Compassion

The Parable of the Good Samaritan is one of the most well-known and
beloved stories in the Bible. It tells the tale of a traveler who is robbed,
beaten, and left for dead on the side of the road. As several people pass
by, ignoring the suffering man's pleas for help, a Samaritan comes along
and shows him compassion. He bandages the man's wounds, takes him to
an inn, and pays for his care.
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This parable has been told and retold for centuries, and it continues to
inspire people today. It is a powerful reminder of the importance of
compassion, kindness, and helping those in need.

The Story of the Good Samaritan

The Parable of the Good Samaritan is found in the Gospel of Luke, chapter
10. It begins with a lawyer asking Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal
life. Jesus responds by asking the lawyer what the law says.

The lawyer answers that he must love the Lord his God with all his heart,
and his neighbor as himself. Jesus then tells him that he has answered
correctly, and that he should go and do likewise.

The lawyer, however, wants to know who his neighbor is. Jesus responds
by telling him the Parable of the Good Samaritan.

The story begins with a traveler who is on his way from Jerusalem to
Jericho. As he is traveling, he is attacked by robbers. They strip him of his
clothes, beat him, and leave him for dead on the side of the road.
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Several people pass by the wounded man, but they all ignore him. First, a
priest comes along, but he crosses to the other side of the road and
continues on his way. Then, a Levite comes along, but he also ignores the
man and walks past.

Finally, a Samaritan comes along. The Samaritans were a group of people
who were often despised by the Jews. However, this Samaritan does not
hesitate to help the wounded man.

He bandages the man's wounds, puts him on his own donkey, and takes
him to an inn. He then pays for the man's care and tells the innkeeper to
take good care of him.

The next day, the Samaritan gives the innkeeper two denarii (about two
days' wages) and tells him to continue caring for the man. He also says
that he will return and pay for any additional expenses.

The Meaning of the Parable

The Parable of the Good Samaritan is a powerful reminder of the
importance of compassion, kindness, and helping those in need. It teaches
us that we should not be indifferent to the suffering of others, but that we
should always be willing to help, even if the person in need is different from
us.

The parable also teaches us that true neighborliness is not based on race,
religion, or social status, but on our willingness to show compassion and
kindness to others.

The Good Samaritan in Today's World



The Parable of the Good Samaritan is still relevant today. There are many
people in the world who are suffering, and we are all called to be good
Samaritans to them.

We can show compassion and kindness to others in many ways. We can
donate to charities, volunteer our time, or simply reach out to someone who
is lonely or in need. Every act of kindness, no matter how small, can make
a difference.

The Parable of the Good Samaritan is a timeless story that continues to
inspire people today. It is a reminder that we are all called to be good
neighbors to one another, and that we should never ignore the suffering of

others.
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