Birding in the Lone Star State: 50 Things to
Know About Birds of the United States

From the beaches of the Gulf Coast to the mountains of West Texas, Texas
is home to an incredible diversity of birds. With over 600 species recorded
within its bFree Downloads, Texas is a birder's paradise. In this book, we'l
take a closer look at 50 of the most common and iconic birds found in the
Lone Star State.

We'll cover a wide range of species, from the tiny hummingbird to the
majestic bald eagle. We'll learn about their habitats, their behaviors, and
their songs. And we'll provide tips on how to identify each species in the
field.

Whether you're a seasoned birder or just getting started, we hope you'll
enjoy this guide to the birds of Texas.
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Before we start exploring the different types of birds found in Texas, let's
take a quick look at the basics of birding.

Birding is the activity of watching and identifying birds. It can be enjoyed by
people of all ages and skill levels. All you need to get started is a pair of
binoculars and a field guide.

Field guides are books that contain information on the different species of
birds found in a particular region. They typically include photographs,
descriptions, and range maps.

Once you have your binoculars and field guide, you're ready to start
birding! Simply head outdoors and start looking for birds. You can birdwatch
in your backyard, at a local park, or even on a road trip.

As you start birding, you'll quickly learn that there are many different ways
to identify birds. Some people prefer to identify birds by their appearance,
while others prefer to identify them by their songs. There is no right or
wrong way to identify birds, so just use the method that works best for you.

Now that we've covered the basics of birding, let's take a closer look at 50
of the most common and iconic birds found in Texas.

For each species, we'll provide a photograph, a description, a range map,
and a list of interesting facts. We'll also provide tips on how to identify each
species in the field.

1. Northern Cardinal

The Northern Cardinal is a medium-sized songbird with a bright red body
and a black face. Cardinals are found throughout Texas, but they are most



common in the eastern part of the state. They prefer to live in woodlands
and thickets, and they often visit bird feeders.

Cardinals are well-known for their beautiful song. The male cardinal's song
is a clear, whistled melody that is often heard in the spring and summer.

2. Blue Jay

The Blue Jay is a medium-sized songbird with a bright blue body and a
black crest. Blue Jays are found throughout Texas, but they are most
common in the eastern part of the state. They prefer to live in woodlands
and forests, and they often visit bird feeders.

Blue Jays are known for their loud, raucous calls. They are also known for
their intelligence and their ability to mimic other birds.

3. Mockingbird

The Mockingbird is a medium-sized songbird with a gray body and a white
belly. Mockingbirds are found throughout Texas, but they are most common
in the southern part of the state. They prefer to live in open areas, such as
fields and parks.

Mockingbirds are known for their ability to mimic other birds. They can also
sing a variety of songs, which they often use to attract mates.

4. Mourning Dove

The Mourning Dove is a small, plump bird with a brown body and a white
belly. Mourning Doves are found throughout Texas, and they are one of the
most common birds in the state. They prefer to live in open areas, such as
fields and grasslands.



Mourning Doves are known for their soft, mournful call. They are also
known for their habit of nesting in trees and shrubs.

5. Red-tailed Hawk

The Red-tailed Hawk is a large hawk with a brown body and a red tail. Red-
tailed Hawks are found throughout Texas, but they are most common in the
western part of the state. They prefer to live in open areas, such as fields
and grasslands.

Red-tailed Hawks are known for their keen eyesight and their powerful
talons. They are also known for their aerial acrobatics, which they often use
to hunt prey.

6. Great Blue Heron

The Great Blue Heron is a large wading bird with a blue-gray body and a
long, black bill. Great Blue Herons are found throughout Texas, but they are
most common in the eastern part of the state. They prefer to live in
wetlands, such as marshes and swamps.

Great Blue Herons are known for their long legs and their slow, deliberate
movements. They are also known for their loud, guttural calls.

7. American Robin

The American Robin is a medium-sized songbird with a red breast and a
gray body. American Robins are found throughout Texas
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