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Synopsis

In the year 1554, a young Aztec prince named Ixtlilxochitl embarked on an
extraordinary journey to the court of King Philip II of Spain. As the son of
the last Aztec emperor, Ixtlilxochitl had witnessed firsthand the devastating
effects of the Spanish conquest. But instead of seeking revenge, he chose
a path of diplomacy and reconciliation.

An Aztec In Spain chronicles Ixtlilxochitl's remarkable journey as he
navigates the treacherous waters of Spanish politics and culture. Along the
way, he encounters both prejudice and acceptance, forging unlikely
friendships and enduring unimaginable hardships. Through his eyes, we
witness the clash between two vastly different civilizations and the profound
impact it has on both sides.

Historical Context

The arrival of the Spanish conquistadors in Mexico in the early 16th century
marked a turning point in history. Within a few years, the Aztec Empire,
which had flourished for centuries, was overthrown and its people
subjugated. The Spanish imposed their own laws, religion, and culture on
the indigenous population, leading to a period of profound social and
cultural upheaval.
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Ixtlilxochitl's journey to Spain took place during a time of great tension
between Spain and its newly acquired American colonies. The Spanish
government was eager to consolidate its power and convert the indigenous
peoples to Christianity, while many Aztecs resented the Spanish presence
and sought to regain their independence.

Literary Merit

Lynda Aylett Green's An Aztec In Spain is a masterfully crafted historical
novel that brings the past to life with vivid imagery and authentic dialogue.
Green's extensive research is evident on every page, as she weaves
together historical facts and fictional characters to create a rich and
believable narrative.

The novel is not only a gripping tale of adventure and intrigue but also a
profound exploration of identity and the human condition. Ixtlilxochitl's
journey forces him to confront his own beliefs and values, and to grapple
with the complex question of who he is in a world that is constantly
changing.

Themes

An Aztec In Spain explores a number of important themes, including:

* Culture Clash: The novel vividly depicts the clash between two vastly
different civilizations, and the profound impact it has on both sides. *
Identity: Ixtlilxochitl's journey forces him to confront his own identity and to
grapple with the complex question of who he is in a world that is constantly
changing. * Diplomacy and Reconciliation: Despite the hardships he
faces, Ixtlilxochitl remains committed to diplomacy and reconciliation, and
his efforts ultimately contribute to a better understanding between Spain



and its American colonies. * Historical Accuracy: Green's novel is
meticulously researched, and she draws on a wealth of historical sources
to create a believable and authentic narrative.

An Aztec In Spain is a captivating historical novel that transports readers to
a time of cultural collision and personal growth. Through the eyes of
Ixtlilxochitl, we witness the clash between two vastly different civilizations
and the profound impact it has on both sides. But at its heart, the novel is a
story of hope and reconciliation, as Ixtlilxochitl's journey ultimately
contributes to a better understanding between Spain and its American
colonies.
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